HISTORY OF SPAIN.

fortune that his commentaries on the works of his Greek master
were taken by an ignorant and uncritical age for masterpieces
of original thought, and were themselves the subject of com-
mentaries, discussions and disputations, as "foreign to the Arab
as to^the Greek/ philosophy... Disregarded in" the language iri
wEicfi they were written, and by the people to whom they were
addressed, the works of Ibn Rosht, the Grandson,, found a wider
fielcL than that of the Peninsula. It was upon European
Christendom, yet slumbering, in the twelfth century, that the
light of reason "flashed forth from Cordova/'1 and the form of
Averroes began to assume those giant proportions which, at a
later jjJeriocT, overshadowed the whole intellect of Europe.2

1 Lecky, Rationalism in Europe, vol. i., p. 48.

2See in addition to Renan, Averroes est V Averroisine, so often referred to-
Mehren, Etudes sur la Philosophic d1 Averroes (Louvain, 1888); and Lea, Hist, of
the Inquisition^ vol. iii.